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Western Standard's
Survey of Separatism

The me dia rarely speaks about West ern

Sep a rat ism, ex cept to cel e brate its de mise or al -

leged de mise. Such can not be said about Ezra

Levant's West ern Stan dard mag a zine, which

fre quently treats the idea with re spect. The Na -

tional Post head line, deal ing with the West ern

Stan dard's re cent sur vey on the is sue, was a sort 
of cel e bra tion for the fed er al ist cause: “Sup port 

for Sep a rat ism Goes South” it roared in one

inch let ters (if inches are still ac cept able mea -

sure ments.)

The fig ures do in di cate a de cline in

“strong” sup port, drop ping from 20% to 14%,

over all the West. The “soft” sup port, how ever,

re mained at 14%, mak ing a re spect able 28% to

sup port sep a rat ism in one way or an other, not

much dif fer ent than it has tra di tion ally been.

To some one who has been ad vo cat ing

sep a ra tion ac tively for many years, and nat u -

rally be ing sen si tive to pub lic opin ion through -

out the pe riod of 1975 to 2006, I am not

particularly sur prised. Peo ple thought the West

would get a fair deal un der Joe Clark and Brian 

Mulroney. I well re mem ber the fed eral elec tion 

of 1984 when Brian Mulroney came to the Juan 
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de Fuca rec re ation cen tre. See ing about 50

signs bear ing slo gans like “Free the West!” he

roared to the crowd’s ap proval that he would

free the west . . . from the cor rupt Lib er als and

Tru deau. It was not too long be fore the west

wanted free dom from Mulroney and the cor rupt 

Con ser va tives.

In the pe ri ods of a West ern Prime Min is -

ter, the West is lulled to sleep. Peo ple have

mostly short mem o ries, and pol i ti cians count

on this. How quickly they for get and ac cept

who gave them, for ex am ple, the GST.

In Can ada, the in di vid u als just pay and

pay, and the bu reau crats and the pol i ti cians just 

grow and grow in power and the bra zen ca pac -

ity to lie, cheat and steal. Ev ery once in awhile, 

there is some is sue that ral lies West ern ers to a

re al iza tion that sep a rat ism is nec es sary, but be -

tween times, they tend to keep their heads

down, work hard to stay ahead of their taxes,
and for get that they could do some thing about

any dis sat is fac tion they might feel.

Like the time of Tru deau and the NEP

and Mulroney and the GST, you can be sure

that a time is com ing when Ste phen Harper will 

do some thing equally un pop u lar but nec es sary
to pla cate cen tral Can ada, and then once again

we will change hats and carry on with the

party. It will be the same old tag team match

be tween the Lib er als and the To ries. One goes

out to take the blame for the mea sures the other 

wants to achieve, while blam ing their pre de ces -

sor.

In con trast to this, West ern sep a rat ism is

the ma ture road of in di vid ual re spon si bil ity and 

self-ac tu al iza tion for West ern Ca na di ans. The

West needs a new and better way rather than

try ing to co ex ist in an in sti tu tion based on graft 

and cor rup tion, where ev ery stum bling block

pos si ble is put in the way of the pro duc ers.

Our des tiny for now is to hold to the truth 

and speak it re peat edly and plainly. Out time

may not yet come, but come it will. The West

will soon sicken and tire of a pre tend West -

erner, whose con stant, nec es sary pla cat ing of

Que bec can only for so long be jus ti fied by the

need to hang onto power, be fore some one

asks, “What power.” Que bec has power be -

cause and to the ex tent that it dares to sep a rate.

We have no need to ne go ti ate. We have no

need to sur ren der a des tiny of pros per ous free -

dom, if we chose to as sert our God-given right
to gov ern our selves.

Noth ing more is nec es sary. Noth ing less

is desireable. No mat ter what the cur rent polls

may say on the tem po rary pop u lar ity of an op -

por tun ist who has tied his wagon to the war

ma chine and hopes for a vic tory where the
mighty Brit ish army of the 19th cen tury and the 

mightly So viet army of the 20th cen tury met

their de feat. To place credance or hope in such

for eign pos tur ing and naivity is nei ther wise

nor in the in ter ests of West ern Can ada. Such

pop u lar ity is bound to be short-lived. 

Douglas Christie

Canada --- 
from an Eastern View

The following article is from the Website:  Web 
Talk - Newfoundland and Labrador, found at: 
www.freenewfoundlandlabrador.blogspot.com/

For the Eastern perspective on many issues
that are similar to those of Western Canada,
check out this website. He has an archive of
articles, and many interesting links that will
broaden the knowledge of Western separatists.
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The New Can ada - 
2 Prov inces and 8 Col o nies 

By Myles Hig gins, September 26, 2006

 How is Can ada still man ag ing to hold it -

self to gether af ter all these years? It may sound 

like I’m ask ing that ques tion fa ce tiously but
I’m not, not at all. Why has it not dis in te -

grated, even though it should be ob vi ous to

even the dim mest among us, that Can ada is es -

sen tially made up of two prov inces and a clus -

ter of ter ri to rial col o nies. Let’s face it, there

are only two prov inces as far as Ot tawa is con -

cerned and one of those has it self been flirt ing

with hop ping the next bus out of town for de -

cades, so why not the rest of us?

Both the west and the east have no

voice in what hap pens or where we are all

head ing in this Coun try. Oh, by the way, when

I say “east” I’m re fer ring to the real east, you

know that lit tle clus ter of prov inces just right

of Que bec on the map in your kid’s ge og ra phy

book. At least I think it’s still in cluded on Ca -

na dian maps, but you never know these days.

The only thing the gov ern ments of

Que bec or On tario have to do is yell loud

enough about want ing a more lu cra tive equal -

iza tion deal and “Poof!” it’s done. Never mind

that it means the rest of the Coun try will have

to tighten its met a phor i cal belt. Hell, a few less 

di al y sis ma chines in our hos pi tals and a steady

sup ply of 1960’s en cy clo pe dias for the class -

rooms out this way might even be char ac ter

build ing.

Look ing for a huge fed eral in flux of

cash to keep your auto plant or air craft fac tory

from go ing bank rupt? Not a prob lem, as long

as you’re in big O or the mighty Q.

Do you need a few sym pa thetic judges

on the Su preme Court of Can ada? Then you

better hope you live in a place where the

hockey play ers wear red jer seys and a big C on

their chests be cause if you hail from a place like 

New found land and Lab ra dor you won’t even

find one. It’s like the com mer cial says, Never

had it, never will.

Sim ply put, On tario and Que bec are the
big gest kids on the block and ev ery year they

so lid ify their stran gle hold on the play ground in 

Ot tawa. Don’t get me wrong, I don’t have an is -

sue with those prov inces us ing their po lit i cal

might to make things better for their peo ple, in

fact I ap plaud them. They’d be crazy not to use

it. My prob lem is with a fed eral po lit i cal sys tem 

that nur tures two prov inces at the ex pense of

the other eight. 

The only thing that ex ists out side these

two be he moths, as far as Ot tawa is con cerned,

is a vast em pire of re sources for their con sump -

tion. The rest of us are sim ply poor peas ants

(yes, even in oil-rich Al berta) who are meant to

serve it up and smile while we do it. 

Let’s try see ing what Ot tawa sees when
they look at us shall we?

New found land and Lab ra dor – Pe tro leum, fish,

for est prod ucts & min er als.

PEI – Lob ster & po ta toes;

Nova Sco tia – pe tro leum, fish & coal;

New Bruns wick – for est prod ucts and po ta toes;

Man i toba – Wheat, wheat, wheat & more

wheat;

Sas katch e wan – pe tro leum & wheat;

Al berta – pe tro leum, beef & wheat;

BC – Lum ber, fish & some wicked good weed;

That’s it folks. That’s all we are to the

Ot tawa elite. 
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I know, I know, I can hear you all out

there in the great ex panse mum bling that your

prov ince has more to of fer than just that. You’d 

be right of course. We all do, but I’d love to see 

you con vince the fed eral lead ers from Can ada’s 

two prov inces. Just try tell ing it to some MPs

from the big two. I can see the ex pres sion of ut -

ter dis missal on their faces al ready. Just try

tell ing them that there are peo ple in Nova Sco -
tia man u fac tur ing prod ucts or in New found land 

pro duc ing goods. I can hear the re sponse now.

“Yeah, sure they are. But beer in buck ets in

their base ments does n’t count.” 

It’s a harsh re al ity but that’s all we are

to Ot tawa and we might as well face it. We’re

noth ing more than re source-rich clumps of soil

pop u lated by ig no rant serfs. We, the peo ple of

the wil der ness are peas ants who are ex pected to 

sup ply Can ada (read “Que bec & On tario”) with 

raw ma te ri als, drink our home made slurry and

mind our man ners while we wait for them to

take some thing else that they want and we

have.

So, I’ll ask my ques tion once again.

How is Can ada still man ag ing to hold it self to -
gether af ter all these years? I re ally want to

know be cause I’ll be damned to hell if I can

fig ure it out.

Oh, one more thing. I re al ize my com -

men tary ne glected to men tion the Ca na dian ter -

ri to ries but I fig ured they had been so for got ten 

by Ot tawa that they might just pre fer to be left

alone. I’ll be damned if I’m go ing to tell the

feds where they`re hid ing.

(end of ar ti cle)

Why Not Become
a Sep a rat ist?

Fur ther to the pre vi ous ar ti cle, New -

found land Pre mier Danny Wil liams was quoted 

as fol lows in the me dia on Sep tem ber 28, 2006:

(Source: Can ada.com) ST. JOHN’S, N.L.

- “New found land and Lab ra dor Pre mier Danny

Wil liams said yes ter day Can ada would be wise

to re duce its de pend ency on hy dro elec tric ity

from Que bec be cause of the vol a tile pol i tics in

the prov ince.

“Mr. Wil liams also said Que bec is at -

tempt ing to ob struct his prov ince’s ac cess to

po ten tial hy dro-elec tric mar kets by plan ning

de vel op ments on rivers flow ing south out of

Lab ra dor into Que bec in ad vance of his prov -

ince’s hy dro pro ject far ther north on the lower

Churchill River.

“Mr. Wil liams told re port ers out side the

House of As sem bly that Que bec’s plan is to try 

to tie up ca pac ity in an ef fort to re strict New -

found land and Lab ra dor from wheeling power

through its grid sys tem into other mar kets, such 

as Ontario.

“But Mr. Wil liams re fuses to al low Que -

bec’s hy dro plans to cloud his prov ince’s ef fort 

to de velop the lower Chur chill River. New -

found land and Lab ra dor is con sid er ing spend -

ing as much as $9-bil lion to in crease hy dro

gen er a tion on the river, which flows east
through Lab ra dor into the Atlantic.

“I can’t get con cerned with what Que bec

does and nor do I care, quite frankly, he said.

We’re not go ing to be gov erned in this pro cess

by what Que bec wants to do or does n’t want to

do, the Pre mier said.
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“New found land and Lab ra dor, he said,

has moved swiftly by fil ing elec tri cal power

ap pli ca tions with reg u la tory bod ies in both

Que bec and On tario, one prov ince that is

keenly in ter ested in get ting power from the

lower Chur chill River development.

“Mr. Wil liams stressed if his prov ince

does n’t get the best deal pos si ble, it won’t hap -

pen.”        (end of ex cerpt)

Of course, the Que bec Min is ter re acted

with dis dain, say ing that Pre mier Wil liams'

com ments about Que bec were dis re spect ful and 

in ap pro pri ate. 

Mr. Wil liams re sponded as fol lows:

“East does n’t stop at Mon treal
and it does n’t stop at Hal i fax, he said.
East means that it will come all the
way to New found land and Lab ra dor.

“New found land and Lab ra dor is
im por tant to the en ergy sup ply of this
coun try, he said, not ing it would also be
wise to en cour age en ergy de vel op ment
in Man i toba and the ter ri to ries.

“The more we can spread out our
en ergy sup ply, it means that we won’t
be to tally de pend ent on Que bec for en -
ergy, which given the vol a til ity of pol i -
tics in Que bec, could be a very, very
sen si tive sit u a tion in years to come, he
said.”

(end of ex cerpt)

Freedom’s Voice
“I see knowl edge in creas ing and hu man

power in creas ing. I see ever-in creas ing pos si -

bil i ties be fore life, and I see no lim its set to it at 

all. ”

--Herbert George Wells, 1866-1946, Author

“Man kind are greater gain ers by suf fer -

ing each other to live as seems good to them -

selves, than by com pel ling each to live as

seems good to the rest.”

--John Stu art Mill, (1806-1873) Eng lish
phi los o pher and econ o mist, Source: On
Lib erty, 1859

“The First Amend ment says noth ing

about a right not to be of fended. The risk of

find ing some one else’s speech of fen sive

is the price each of us pays for our own free

speech. Free peo ple don’t run to court — or to

the prin ci pal — when they en coun ter a mes -
sage they don’t like. They an swer it with one of 

their own."”

--Jeff Jacoby

“Please un der stand my friend, that

where you find your self to mor row is a func tion 

of the pos i tive de ci sions and ac tions you take

to day.”

--Akin A. Awolaja, Educator

“He is free who knows how to keep in his 

own hands the power to de cide at each step, the 

course of his life, and who lives in a so ci ety

which does not block the ex er cise of that

power.”

--Salvador De Madariaga, (1886-1978)
Spanish writer, diplomat, and historian
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Secession Movements
Around the World
(The following article by Elizabeth Mahren, is
from the Los Angeles Times of September 23,
2006.)

Secession — a Revolutionary Idea

Some in Vermont want the state to again be an
independent republic. Yet many see the effort,
however earnest, as only an intellectual
exercise.

WINDSOR, Vt. — This is prime coun try-fair
sea son, when vil lages roll out moon-sized pump -
kins, ma ple-fla vored ev ery thing and, here at Her i -
tage Days, a man i festo on why Ver mont should
se cede from the United States.

At a card ta ble out side the tav ern where
Ver mont first de clared its in de pend ence in 1777,
del e gates from the Sec ond Ver mont Re pub lic —
a.k.a. the se ces sion ists — looked just as com fort -
able one re cent Sunday as the ven dors sell ing
goat’s milk soap. The Free Ver mont flag flut tered as 
fairgoers stopped to dis cuss whether their state
should pull out of the un ion. It’s this cool rev o lu tion -
ary thing, said Nicole Fusca, 21, who grew up in
this south ern Ver mont ham let. But there is no ba sis
to it. It’s some thing I can’t take se ri ously. I’ll joke
about it, but it will never hap pen.

But Thomas Naylor — busi ness man, eco -
nom ics pro fes sor, au thor and Mis sis sippi na tive —
be lieves oth er wise. It’s not a ques tion of ‘if,’  he
said. The ques tion is: When?

Though the move ment for Ver mont se ces -
sion that Naylor helped launch nearly three years
ago is lit tle more than an in tel lec tual ex er cise, it is
en tirely ear nest. Its mem bers ar gue that the U.S.
gov ern ment has lost its con cern for in di vid ual cit i -
zens and small com mu ni ties. They worry about
global warm ing, the U.S. mil i tary pres ence in Iraq
and Af ghan i stan, un fair trade prac tices, and the tyr -
anny of mul ti na tional cor po ra tions.

At a pre sen ta tion for Ver mont leg is la tors
some months ago, Naylor said: Do you go down
with the Ti tanic, or do you con sider other op tions
while there are still other op tions on the ta ble?
State Rep. George Cross, a Dem o crat from the

town of Winooski, re sponded: Ver mont should se -
cede. I don’t think it is prob a bly a prac ti cal thing to
do. But cer tainly there are prin ci pal i ties in the world
that are a whole lot smaller than Ver mont.

The 150 or so mem bers of the Sec ond Ver -
mont Re pub lic en vi sion a coun try much like Swit -
zer land — neu tral and eco nom i cally in de pend ent.
They ar gue their cause at pub lic gath er ings and pri -
vate events. Sup port ers march in pa rades and en -
gage in po lit i cal the ater, some times re liv ing the
early days when Ver mont — like Cal i for nia — was
its own re pub lic. 

Naylor was teach ing at Duke Uni ver sity
when he pub lished his first ar ti cle ad vo cat ing Ver -
mont’s se ces sion in 1990. Two years later, while re -
search ing a book called The Search for Mean ing,
Naylor and his fam ily spent time trav el ing in tiny Al -
pine vil lages in Aus tria and north ern It aly.

When his wife sug gested that they find an
Amer i can proxy for an Al pine vil lage, Naylor said,
the fam ily moved to Char lotte, Vt., on the banks of
Lake Cham plain. With co au thor Wil liam Willimon,
Naylor set to work on Down siz ing the U.S.A., a
book that called for the peace ful dis so lu tion of the
United States. Ver mont would lead the way.

The book went no where.  It was in the mid -
dle of a huge boom. No one wanted to down size
any thing, said Naylor, who had be come wealthy
years ear lier as a soft ware pi o neer. But in se ces -
sion, Naylor had found his mis sion.  Kin dred po lit i -
cal souls — and in Ver mont, many are will ing to
en ter tain ideas that might be con sid ered ec cen tric
else where — grav i tated to the Sec ond Ver mont Re -
pub lic. This re ally is a good-na tured cult, said John
McClaughry, head of the Ethan Allen In sti tute, a
non par ti san think tank in Ver mont. 

In tel lec tu ally, they’ve got some horse power, 
he said. But mostly this is the whole left-wing lit any,
seen through an in ter est ing prism. Se ces sion, said
McClaughry, is not go ing to hap pen, and no one
be lieves it is go ing to hap pen. We are not go ing to
iso late our selves into a lit tle co coon where we all
milk goats and a wind mill runs what ever elec tri cal
ap pli ances we are per mit ted to have. Be ing a
10th-gen er a tion Amer i can, I re ally don’t want to let
go.

Naylor, 70, con cedes that the no tion of Ver -
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mont strik ing out on its own may seem out land ish.
Part of why we are so op ti mis tic is the ab sur dity of it 
all, he said. What could be more ab surd than tiny
Ver mont tak ing on the em pire?

Still, his fel low be liev ers pro ceed with de ter -
mi na tion, lob by ing for a spe cial leg is la tive ses sion
to de bate the is sue. One ob sta cle the group ac -
knowl edges is the widely held be lief that states can -
not se cede. Af ter all, look what hap pened to the
South in the Civil War.

Lin coln per suaded the pub lic that se ces sion was
un con sti tu tional and im moral, Naylor said. It’s one
of the few things that the left and right agree on. We 
say it’s con sti tu tional — and ul ti mately it is a ques -
tion of po lit i cal will: the will of the peo ple of Ver mont 
ver sus the will of the gov ern ment to stop us.

But the grass-roots se ces sion cam paign faces a
ma jor sales job. A re cent study by the Cen ter for
Ru ral Stud ies at the Uni ver sity of Ver mont showed
that only 8% of re spon dents thought Ver mont
should sep a rate from the U.S.

Ka ren Wynkoop, owner of an egg roll busi -
ness in Mont pe lier, said break ing away from the
rest of the coun try seemed coun ter pro duc tive. My
feel ing is we should be mov ing more to ward unity,
said Wynkoop, 56. What would we be sep a rat ing
our selves from?

Dem o cratic state Rep. Ira Trombley, from
Grand Isle, lik ened the mys tique of se ces sion to the 
mys tery of Champ, a crea ture of leg end said to
dwell in the depths of Lake Cham plain.  It’s a lot of
fun to talk about, Trombley said. And if the se ces -
sion move ment feeds into the im age of odd ball Ver -
mont, well, what’s wrong with that?

eliz a beth.mehren@latimes.com

WCC and WBP News
The West ern Block Party will hold its an -

nual con ven tion in No vem ber. Watch for your

no tice in the mail.

A Separatist Speaks
By Douglas Christie

A Long Range View for the West

The In ter na tion al ists once pre dicted an

in ter na tional one world gov ern ment, where sol -

diers from one coun try would po lice the tax ex -

trac tion from an other coun try, but never from

their own. The pur pose was to in flict obe di ence 

on the world through ex ploit ing racial, re li -

gious, eth nic and other dif fer ences. A Ca na dian 

sol dier, it was rea soned, would fire on an

Afghan Mus lim more readily than on a Win ni -

peg Protestant.

This rea son ing seems not only

diabolically clever, but also per il ously close to

what is ac tu ally oc cur ring. The New World Or -

der sees no na tional bound aries with sov er eign

rights, only ad min is tra tive ter ri to ries, sub ject to 

con trol, reg u la tion and tax ex trac tion by an in -

ter na tional elite whose power is above all na -

tion states.

The de struc tion of sov er eignty in Iraq,

Af ghan i stan, and else where, cloaked as it is in

al tru is tic terms of help ing the peo ple to be come 

ed u cated and en joy a func tion ing de moc racy, is 

merely made pop u lar by such pro pa ganda at

home. On the re ceiv ing end of this help, is a
very mur der ous and ef fec tive kill ing ma chine

us ing all the lat est in mod ern tech nol ogy.

The ques tion a West ern Can adian should

ask is the ob vi ous one of whether this is moral

and equally im por tant, will it suc ceed? I sug -
gest the an swer is ‘no’ on both counts. The suc -

cess of such op er a tions is al ways foiled by the

weight of hu man weak ness and or ga ni za tional

lim i ta tions, and the mo ral ity is lim ited by the

con stant fail ure of power to do other than cor -

rupt its re cip i ents.
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Ev ery em pire has failed to rule the world

over time, for the same rea sons, but most em -

pires have en joyed a cer tain eth nic, re li gious,

lin guis tic, or cul tural co he sion. The Brit ish

Em pire spread the lan guage as far as Ma lay sia

and yet in the end, it failed. The Amer i can

empire is vastly over-ex tended with debt and

eth nic di ver sity. But even the Brit ish and

Amer i can em pires were more ho mo ge neous
than the United Na tions which has no com mon

de nom i na tor of lan guage, faith, cul tural or

moral val ues. Its only cre ation since 1948 has

been the state of Is rael and world chaos else -

where. 

West ern Can ada must rather achieve a

con sis tent, lim ited and re strained na tional des -

tiny. The pres er va tion of our land and cul ture,

right here in West ern Can ada is glo ri ous

enough.

Yours for independence,
Douglas Christie
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The Cost of Con fed er a tion -- The West is al lowed to pro duce, with out proper rep re sen ta tion:
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