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Twenty-Five Years!
This is sue of the West ern Sep a rat ist

marks the 25th an ni ver sary of its pub li ca tion 
in Sep tem ber 1983, when it was started to
pub lish pa pers pre sented by the study group
on West ern Sep a rat ism that started in Vic to -
ria, B.C. This group met weekly at the old
Intown Inn on Douglas Street, in a meet ing
room do nated by the own ers. There was a
core group of about 15 peo ple who were in -
ter ested in build ing knowl edge and un der -
stand ing of the rea sons for West ern

Ca na dian In de pend ence. Our news let ter this
month re calls that early work. 

We’d also like to say “thanks!” to the
peo ple who con tinue to help at work par ties
with our con tin u ing ef forts, and to re call
those who sup ported us so faith fully, but
who are no lon ger with us. One thing is cer -
tainly true from our ex pe ri ences over the
past de cades -- we’ve met and made friend -
ships with some won der ful West ern Ca na di -
ans.

 Keltie Zubko
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Our cover:  This month's cover shows a 1884 car toon by Bengough, dem on strat ing the di vided opin ion among Ca na di ans about the 

fu ture of the coun try, as the lead ers wait be low for the pub lic's de ci sion. Sim i larly, the Ca na dian elec tor ate (es pe cially in West ern Can ada)

 in the cur rent fed eral elec tion seems torn be tween an un sat is fac tory sta tus quo and un sat is fac tory al ter na tives.



Letters to the Editor
To the Ed i tor:

Canada's Upcoming Election

Con sider these num bers:

B.C. and Al berta to gether have 64 seats,
36 and 28, re spec tively. On tario has 106. Que -
bec has 75. 

Does Que bec have 117% greater pop u la -
tion than B.C. and Al berta? No.

Does Que bec pro duce 117% greater
GDP than the West ern two? No.

Does On tario have 166% greater pop u la -
tion than B.C. or Al berta? No.

Does On tario pro duce 166% greater
GDP than the West ern two? No.

Do ei ther Que bec or On tario each pay
fed eral in come taxes 117% and 166% greater
than folks in B.C. and Al berta? No.

If 61% of the rid ings in On tario elect a
mem ber from one party, it would not mat ter if
ev ery rid ing in B.C. and Al berta elected a
mem ber from the other party. The en tire vote
of the West would be ir rel e vant and de feated
by one mem ber.

If 87% of Que bec rid ings elected one
party, the West would be de feated by one
mem ber.

If only 36% of On tario and Que bec rid -
ings elected one party, the West would be de -
feated by one mem ber, even if each West ern
rid ing re turned a mem ber from the other party.

If the poll ing booths are open 12 hours,
from 8 am to 8 pm, it is pos si ble that 252 min -
utes into the elec tion in the East ern time zone,
On tario and Que bec will have to tally cancelled 
the re sults from B.C. and Al berta, by elect ing
65 mem bers from one party. That's at 12:12
pm East ern time, when it's 9:12 am in B.C. and 
10:12 am in Al berta.

The fed eral gov ern ment pre vents any
elec tion re sults be ing pub lished un til polls are
closed through out all of Can ada. Could it be
that they re ally don't want West ern ers to re al ize 
how use less and ir rel e vant they are on elec tion
day, pos si bly as early as the morn ing cof fee
break in B.C. and Al berta? For any one in B.C.
who sleeps late on elec tion day, it could all be
de cided by the time you wake up!

Pass this on. Hope fully a few more West -
ern Ca na di ans will look at the ben e fits of West -
ern Sep a ra tion, In de pend ence and a voice in
gov ern ment as a Re pub lic of West ern Can ada.

Gail Parker

The Western Separatist welcomes your letters to the
editor. Please send them by email to: kzubko(at)shaw.ca
or mail them to: WSP, Box 101, 255 Menzies Street,
Victoria, BC V8V 3G6, or fax them to 250-479-3294.

Freedom's Voice
“We lift our selves by our thought. If you

want to en large your life, you must first en large 
your thought of it and of your self. Hold the
ideal of your self as you long to be, al ways ev -
ery where.”

— Or i son Swett Mar den, 1850-1924,
Au thor and Founder of Suc cess Mag a zine

“Keep alive within you and bring un der
wise con trol that cour age which makes you
long to un der take great works, which oth ers
might con sider it folly to at tempt.”

— St. Mary Euphrasia Pelletier

“Just be cause you do not take an in ter est
in pol i tics does n’t mean pol i tics won’t take an
in ter est in you.”

— Per i cles

“In times of change, learn ers in herit the
earth, while the learned find them selves beau ti -
fully equipped to deal with a world that no lon -
ger ex ists.”

-- Eric Hoffer
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“The most im por tant po lit i cal of fice is that
of pri vate cit i zen.”

-- Jus tice Louis D. Brandeis, (1856-1941)
US Su preme Court Jus tice

A Separatist Speaks
 by Douglas Christie

The cur rent elec tion has come at a dif fi cult
time. There is prob a bly no good time. We will
keep the party alive with one can di date. My time, 
mean while has been oc cu pied de fend ing my self
be fore the Law So ci ety and try ing to make my
liv ing prac tic ing law at the same time as I try to
lead a po lit i cal party. 

If I knew some one who could ex press the
cause as clearly and dearly and who would di rect
more time to it, I would be glad to be re placed as
leader. Per haps the goal in the near fu ture is to
seek out and find such a per son as my time is now 
past. For this rea son, I write to you in hope you
will stay with our party and help to build it in the
time ahead.

Ei ther the Con ser va tives will or will not get 
a ma jor ity. It looks in creas ingly likely that they
will. If they do, they will have to aban don al to -
gether their West ern roots and committment in
or der to be come a “na tional” party. Na tional
Party means On tario/Que bec-based party. There -
fore with a ma jor ity the Con ser va tives will be tray 
the West to please their power base and will
make our cause pop u lar. 

In the re sult, a Con ser va tive ma jor ity will
help us re fute for all time the ar gu ment it is just
the Lib eral party which the West needs to fear.
They al ways ar gued a Con ser va tive ma jor ity
would solve our prob lem. Then we will see the
na ked truth of power pol i tics.

If the re sult is a mi nor ity, as it has been, the 
Lib er als and Con ser va tives will con tinue to
bicker and pla cate On tario and Que bec just as be -
fore. Ei ther way, we win. We can ex pect to ben e -
fit from a grow ing re al iza tion that Can ada does n't 

work. Ex cept for tax a tion, Can ada does n't grow
to be come more ef fec tive. The break down of the 
clumsy fed eral sys tem is ob vi ous. The lack of
leaderhip is the re sult. We have the only con -
struc tive so lu tion for West ern Can ada, and per -
se ver ance is the key.

Mean while, sometimes you are best to
stay off the ocean in a small boat when the
waves are too high!

In the pres ent eco nomic en vi ron ment, the
waves are high and it is wise in this elec tion to
stay a lit tle closer to the shore. For this rea son
we have only one can di date in this elec tion, Pa -
tri cia O'Brien in Saanich and Gulf Is lands. We
tried to get can di dates from Sas katch e wan and
Al berta, but no one was ready to run. 

The Con ser va tives could never be up
against a weaker can di date for Prime Min is ter
than Stephane Dion. They don't need a vi sion
and they have n't got one. They of fer more of the
same, but it seems to be what the Ca na dian pub -
lic wants most of all, es pe cially dur ing these un -
cer tain fi nan cial times.

Conservatives of fer more taxes, more jail
time,and probably more street drugs, more
home less peo ple in our cit ies, more col lapse of
the in fra struc ture of our cit ies, more im mi gra -
tion, more ur ban sprawl as a re sult. In short,
they are head ing for the Ni ag ara Falls, and tell -
ing ev ery one to sit still in the boat.

Can ada can not be saved from di sas ter by
such peo ple. Di sas ter is al ready here for On tario 
and Que bec, be cause they, as the man u fac tur ing
cen tre, de pend on the Amer i can econ omy which 
is fun da men tally in de cline. Their Iraq and
Afghan ad ven ture has failed. The mar ket thinks
a bail out has to be done. But that is a tem po rary
stop gap and de cline is in ev i ta ble. Credit was the 
fuel and credit is be ing with drawn. As set prices
are ar ti fi cially swol len. The Amer i can economy
is go ing to be a black hole, im plod ing on it self.  
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Que bec and On tario are tied to that econ -
omy. West ern Can ada has other op tions. Our
re source com mod i ties have in ter na tional value
out side the United States. The United States
has an in ev i ta ble and in sa tia ble need for our re -
sources, but so does China and other emerg ing
Asian coun tries. Our en ergy re sources can
main tain us with out sup port ing the bank rupt
econ o mies of On tario and Que bec, but if we
have to sup port them with en hanced equal iza -
tion, we too will sink.

For those who will try to play the “Oh
Can ada” card and wrap them selves in the flag,
just re mem ber: We can’t float that big ar ro gant
lump of clay called On tario and Que bec even if 
we gave them all we have. 

It was To ronto which made it self a third
world city, so they should solve their own
prob lem. Their laws need be dif fer ent. Let
them make their own rules.  We need free dom.
They need gov ern ment con trol and so cial ism. 

They have an anti-busi ness at ti tude
which has vil i fied the West and Al berta in par -
tic u lar. Let them see if they can make it work!
We can make laws which re flect our own at ti -
tude on ev ery thing from the en vi ron ment to
life, to prop erty, to lan guage and guns. We
need in ef fect our own par lia ment free to give
us the laws we want and stop im pos ing the hid -
den agenda of On tario and Que bec.

But back to the pres ent elec tion. His tory
has to come full cir cle. The time of John
Diefenbaker is long gone, but some of us re -
mem ber how To ronto Con ser va tives like Mi -
chael Starr and Dal ton Camp plot ted against a
West ern Con ser va tive be cause he was a west -
erner, even when he had a ma jor ity in Par lia -
ment. Then we had a Que bec Lib eral like
Tru deau, who re ally re vealed how the sys tem
worked. Then we had a Que bec Con ser va tive
like Mulroney who proved it was n't the party
that made a dif fer ence with more taxes and
more Que bec bias. Then Chretien for eight
years! Then Harper for a mi nor ity. If Harper

gets his ma jor ity, we will be back to
Diefenbaker and we will see how On tario and
Que bec still rule.

In West ern Can ada, par tic u larly now in
Sas katch e wan we are see ing a grow ing aware -
ness of the vi a bil ity of West ern Can ada. We
could have less gov ern ment, one of fi cial lan -
guage, lower taxes, better in fra struc ture and
ref er en dum, ini tia tive and re call. Sas katch e -
wan, where a large per cent age of the world’s
ura nium is lo cated could be the new Al berta.
The price of ura nium con tin ues to be strong.
The world needs safe, non-pol lut ing nu clear
en ergy.

The fu ture for West ern Can ada is better
than any thing Can ada has to of fer. We owe
Can ada noth ing since it has plun dered the West 
as a colony for over 100 years. Af ter this elec -
tion will be the time to build and find new con -
verts to the idea of a new na tion of West ern
Can ada. You, the reader have a place in all this. 
You can and should de velop a net work of sep a -
rat ists in your rid ing and start a fo rum, be it a
cof fee club or an internet dis cus sion group
where you meet to dis cuss how to run in your
rid ing.

The suc cess of a po lit i cal move ment de -
pends not so much on the top, which must be
ra tio nal, con sis tent and per sis tent, but on lo cal
or ga ni za tion which must be able to put feet on
the ground in a cam paign and go block by
block, door by door in an or ga nized ef fort to
talk to ev ery one in your rid ing to find sup port
and build it. The goal of ev ery com mit ted sep a -
rat ist should be to build a lo cal or ga ni za tion on
the con stit u ency level. That is re ally where the
bat tle must be fought. 

In this elec tion, all we have man aged to
do is to sur vive as a party. What we do here af -
ter will de ter mine whether we grow or die. The 
chances of growth de pend upon the lo cal effort
that ev ery in di vid ual can make. That is where
we say, “Over to you!”
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For the time be ing with the waves too
high, we tie up safe till the calm re turns and we 
can sail out with our course firmly set and our
crew in tact.

Sep a rat ist Views from
Around the World
The American Secessionist Streak

In a recent poll, one in five agreed that states
have the right to peacefully secede from the
Union. 

By Chris to pher Ketcham 
Sep tem ber 10, 2008 

Sa rah Palin’s se ces sion ist sym pa thies
sparked mi nor hys te ria last week. Her crime
was hail ing with round praise the work of the
cranky Alas kan In de pend ence Party, which ad -
vo cates a state wide pleb i scite on the se ces sion
of Alaska from the Un ion. “The fires of hell are 
frozen gla ciers com pared to my ha tred for the
Amer i can gov ern ment,” the party’s late
founder, gold miner Joe Vogler, once said.
“And I won’t be bur ied un der their damn flag.”

Palin’s hus band was a mem ber of the
AIP for seven years, and Palin her self has
courted the AIP for more than a de cade. In an
ad dress to the party con ven tion this spring,
wear ing a ski parka and look ing like she was
about to de camp into the back coun try, Palin
told the se ces sion ists, “Keep up the good
work.” Dex ter Clark, the white-bearded vice
chair man of the AIP, re cently ex plained the
mo ti va tion be hind the “good work”: “Through
op pres sion, greed, cor rup tion, in com pe tence
and folly, the [U.S. government] is forfeiting
its moral authority.”

The thing is, it’s not just res i dents of the
Last Fron tier who fa vor break ing away from
the Un ion. Ac cord ing to a Zogby poll con -
ducted in July, more than 20% of U.S. adults
— one in five, about the same num ber of

Amer i can Col o nists who sup ported re volt
against Eng land in 1775 — agreed that “any
state or re gion has the right to peace ably se cede 
from the United States and be come an in de -
pend ent re pub lic.” Some 18% “would sup port a 
se ces sion ist ef fort in my state.”

The mo ti va tion of these quiet rev o lu -
tion ar ies? As many as 44% of those polled
agreed that “the United States’ sys tem is bro -
ken and can not be fixed by tra di tional
two-party pol i tics and elec tions.”

Put this in stark terms: In a sci en tific,
ran dom sam ple poll of all Amer i cans, al most
half con sid ered the cur rent po lit i cal sys tem to
be in ter mi nal dis or der. One-fifth would coun -
te nance a dis so lu tion of the bond. This is not a
hic cup of opin ion. In an Oc to ber 2006 poll con -
ducted by the Opin ion Re search Corp. and
broad cast on CNN, 71% of Amer i cans agreed
that “our system of government is broken and
cannot be fixed.”

No sur prise that the dis quiet finds a voice 
in pop u lar move ments. In 2007, a small group
of del e gates to the sec ond North Amer i can se -
ces sion ist con ven tion — the first was in
Burlington, Vt., in 2006 — met in Chat ta -
nooga, Tenn., to dis cuss how to fo ment the col -
lapse and de struc tion of the United States of
Amer ica. They came rep re sent ing 11 re bel
groups in 36 states, un der ban ners such as the
Re pub lic of Cascadia (wed ding Or e gon and
Wash ing ton), In de pend ent Cal i for nia (forg ing
the world’s fifth-larg est econ omy), the United
Re pub lic of Texas (re turn ing the Lone Star
State to its alone ness), the League of the South
(unit ing the states of old Dixie) and the Sec ond
Ver mont Re pub lic (sep a rat ing the Green
Moun tain State from the U.S.).

The dom i nant idea among the del e gates 
was that the U.S. ex per i ment had failed; it had
be come im prac ti cal, trag i cally ri dic u lous, its
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lead ers and in sti tu tions bought off, whored out, 
un ac count able and un an swer able to the needs
of cit i zens. The United States would have to be 
re born smaller — our loy al ties re aligned to the
needs of lo cal i ties — if the Amer i can dream
was to sur vive. The con ven tion pre sented, in
ef fect, a mar riage of pro gres sives, paleo-con -
ser va tives, lib er tar i ans, Chris tian sep a rat ists,
South ern na tion al ists, all united “to put an end
to the Amer i can em pire and re es tab lish free -
dom and de moc racy on the state and re gional
level,” as or ga nizer Kirkpatrick Sale put it.

The del e gates set tled on a list of prin ci -
ples they called the Chat ta nooga Dec la ra tion.
“The deep est ques tions of hu man lib erty and
gov ern ment fac ing our time go be yond right
and left, and in fact have made the old left-right 
split mean ing less and dead,” the dec la ra tion
read. “The priv i leges, mo nop o lies and pow ers
that pri vate cor po ra tions have won from gov -
ern ment threaten ... health, pros per ity and lib -
erty, and have al ready killed Amer i can
self-gov ern ment by the peo ple.” The an swer, it
went on, was that the Amer i can states “ought to 
be free and self-gov ern ing.”

The Dec la ra tion of In de pend ence 250
years ear lier asked for a sim i lar ded i ca tion to
self-gov er nance: “[W]henever any form of
gov ern ment be comes de struc tive ... ” wrote
Thomas Jef fer son, “it is the right of the peo ple
to al ter or to abol ish it, and to in sti tute new
gov ern ment.... ”

It could be ar gued that se ces sion is the
pri mal Amer i can act, as old as the con cept of
the states them selves. What else did our found -
ers ac com plish in 1776 but se ces sion from the
tyr anny of Eng land? In other words, what the
se ces sion ists would ar gue is that al though they
are anti-United States, they are most cer tainly
pro-Amer i can.

Se ces sion wor ries the staid opin ion
gate keep ers of the ma jor me dia. Sa rah Palin’s

“flir ta tion” with the AIP should make us “un -
easy,” as Rosa Brooks warned in these pages.
Palin’s se ces sion ist ties raise “se ri ous ques -
tions,” averred the New York Times. A more
hon est as sess ment is that the sep a rat ism of the
Alas kan In de pend ence Party is not so weird or
wacky — or out of keep ing with what ap pears
to be a sen ti ment rooted in that love li est of
Amer i can pre di lec tions, our crotch ety
contrarianism.

[end of ar ti cle]

Chris to pher Ketcham con trib utes to GQ, Van ity Fair,
Harper’s and many on line pub li ca tions. He is writ ing a
book on Amer i can secessionism.
christopherketcham.com

West ern Block Party
News
Pa tri cia O'Brien, WBP Can di date

Pa tri cia O'Brien is run ning once more in
Saanich, Gulf Is lands, to pre serve the West ern
Block Party's reg is tra tion as an of fi cially
registered fed eral party in Can ada. 

Youtube Now Has West ern Sep a rat ist

Ex cerpts from Douglas Chris tie’s re cent
speak ing tour in Al berta and Sas katch e wan can 
now be found on youtube, thanks to the ef forts
of sev eral Al ber tans. 

The Cost of Confederation
Western Canada the Backbone of the
Nation in Economic Crisis 

Ex cerpts of an ar ti cle by Brenda Bouw,
pub lished on Oc to ber 1, 2008 by Ca na dian
Press, dem on strate that al though the es ca lat ing
eco nomic hard times will neg a tively af fect the
West, West ern Can ada  will  in deed be better
off than the rest of Can ada, and in deed may
con tinue to be its sav ing grace:
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West ern Ca na dian Boom to Cool

As the global econ omy slows, econ o mists 
are ad just ing their Ca na dian growth fig ures for
a mod est in crease of about 2% for West ern
Can ada, com pared with flat growth of less than 
one per cent for the rest of the coun try. 

. . . Soar ing de mand for oil, pot ash,
coal, min er als and grains helped make the
four west ern prov inces the fast est grow ing
re gion in Can ada in re cent years, off set ting
a slump that cut nearly 400,000 jobs in the
bat tered man u fac tur ing sec tor in On tario
and Que bec.

But the Wall Street fi nan cial meltdown
that has spilled into Eu rope and Asia — a big
buyer of West ern Ca na dian re sources — threat -
ens to clamp down on over seas de mand for Ca -
na dian com mod i ties.

A key Jap a nese cen tral bank re port
Wednes day con cluded that ma jor Jap a nese
man u fac tur ers are the gloom i est they’ve been
in five years amid a deep en ing global slow -
down. Ja pan is a big im porter of Ca na dian coal, 
chem i cals, wood and other raw ma te ri als.

In B.C., the slump in the U.S. hous ing in -
dus try has led to saw mill clo sures and lay offs
in the lum ber sec tor, but the prov ince has bene -
fited from the sale of other re sources, pri mar ily 
min er als and natural gas.

Ris ing hous ing prices have been a big
driver of strong con sumer sen ti ment and re tail
sales in the West. But that mar ket is al ready
show ing signs of a slow down, and that could
im pact re lated in dus tries. in clud ing re tail and
con struc tion. “If hous ing weak ens, con sum ers
feel less wealthy and that tends to crimp spend -
ing,” Burleton said.

He be lieves Sas katch e wan will out pace
the rest of West ern Can ada with about a
three per cent growth rate this year thanks
to its ag ri cul tural sec tor, in par tic u lar wheat 
and pot ash.

“That prov ince has emerged as a real
com mod ity super store,” said Burleton.

Si mon Fra ser Uni ver sity eco nom ics pro -
fes sor Rich ard Har ris is more skep ti cal and be -
lieves if signs of an eco nomic slow down
con tinue in coun tries such as China and In dia,
the im pact will be felt across re source-rich
West ern Can ada, in clud ing Saskatchewan.

De mand for com mod i ties in those coun -
tries in re cent years has been be hind some of
the eco nomic growth in the West, Har ris said.

He also be lieves the U.S. is in a re ces sion 
that will likely fol low in Can ada. While Cen tral 
Can ada will be hard est hit be cause of its man u -
fac tur ing fo cus, Har ris be lieves West ern Can -
ada will also feel an impact.

. . . BMO Cap i tal Mar kets an a lyst Rob ert
Kavcic be lieves Al berta will have a tough time
in an eco nomic slow down be cause of its de -
pend ence on oil revenues.

“To the ex tent that oil prices con tinue to
fall as global eco nomic ac tiv ity weak ens, that
would have a pretty ma jor im pact in Al berta,”
Kavcic said.

He said many oil and gas pro jects in Al -
berta re quire crude to trade above $80 per bar -
rel to be prof it able.

“If you get a re ally sharp pull back in the
price of oil that could have a pretty big im pact,
but we are still near $100 oil,” said Kavcic.

Over all, he be lieves West ern Can ada will 
con tinue to be the eco nomic driver in the coun -
try.

“The West has def i nitely car ried the
coun try for the past cou ple of years in terms of
eco nomic strength,” Kavcic said.

“Com mod ity prices have come off quite a 
bit so the strength in West ern Can ada has come 
off, but in terms of the rel a tive stand ing we are
still ex pect ing them to be a lead ers in Can ada
for the next two years.” [end of ex cerpts]
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~Join the West ern Ca na dian In de pend ence Move ment~

West ern Can ada Concept, Box 101, 255 Men zies Street, Vic to ria, B.C. West ern

Can ada V8V 2G6; Or by fax: 250-479-3294

Western Block Party, 810 Courtney Street, Victoria, B.C. Western Canada V8W 1C4;

Or by fax: 250-479-3294

___ I wish to join/re new my mem ber ship in the West ern Can ada Con cept, and en close

my mem ber ship fee of $15.00, per per son, per year. This in cludes a free sub scrip tion to

the West ern Sep a rat ist Pa pers. Please make cheques out to WCC.

___ I wish to sub scribe to the West ern Sep a rat ist, and en close $15.00 per year, made

out to WSP Ltd.

___ I wish to join the West ern Block Party (a fed eral po lit i cal party ded i cated to 

pro mot ing West ern Ca na dian In de pend ence) and en close my mem ber ship fee of

$10.00, per per son, per year, made out to the Western Block Party.

___ I en close $____ for ____ bumper stick ers.

___ I enclose a donation of $_______ to help promote the idea of Western

Independence.

___ Please send in for ma tion about the West ern Ca na dian move ment for In de pend ence 

to the fol low ing peo ple (please print clearly):

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

I want to help as fol lows: ___________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________

Ad dress: ________________________________________________________

_________________________Postal Code: ____________________________

Phone Num ber: __________________ Fax Num ber: _____________________

Email Ad dress: ___________________________________________________

Important Note: B.C. Residents only who donate to the WCC will receive a tax deduction of up to $75 on 

a $100 donation, from their income tax. All residents of Canada who donate to WBP will receive a tax

deduction of $75 on a $100 donation. You could receive 2 separate tax receipts for 2 separate donations,

if you are a resident of BC and donate to both WCC and WBP. Please make separate cheques in this

case. 

       West ern Can ada Con cept, the Move ment for West ern In de pend ence!
                 Ad vo cat ing West ern Ca na dian In de pend ence since 1974

www.westcan.org www.westernblockparty.com


