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Separatist Meetings
Planned for August

The fol low ing meet ings are planned
for Al berta and Sas katch e wan in Au gust:

Fri day, Au gust 1,7 pm-9 pm,
Saskatoon, Best West ern Har vest Inn, 1715
Idylwyld Drive N

Mon day, Au gust 4,7 pm-9 pm
Leduc, Days Inn and Con fer ence Cen ter,
5705-50 Street

Tues day, Au gust 5, 7 pm-9 pm
Cal gary, Best West ern Vil lage Park Inn,
1804 Crowchild Trail NW

Wednes day, Au gust 6, 7 pm–9 pm
Re gina, Re gina Pub lic Li brary Sun rise
Branch, 3130 Woodhams Drive

Please help to make these meet ings a
suc cess by pro mot ing them, at tend ing them,
and bring ing your friends. 
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Letters to the Editor
To the Ed i tor:

Who is the au thor and what is the cor rect 
word ing of the old quote: “If the high tide of
the At lan tic Ocean washed up on the east ern
foot hills of the Rocky Moun tains, I could n’t
care less.” My mom thinks it was Mar ga ret
Sinclair- Tru deau’s dad - any truth to that?

H. Paton

Editor’s Note: Can any of our readers answer this

question?

To the Editor:

I’m from Quebec and I’m a separatist
too. I understand your will to the freedom. For
many of my fellows, all Canadian provinces
should be independent. It’s our right to
freedom. But I think it’s important to keep
good relation of neighbour... 

I think that our will is the same and
much more similar than they appear. 

I wish I will travel in your country once 
upon a time and I do it before your
independance. A fellow in the fight for real
freedom. 

Éric Barrailler Montréal, Québec (for the new name of

my country should be Laurentie.)

PS: I’m really sorry for my bad English writing. It’s not
the official language in my new country. 

Freedom's Voice
“What we ob tain too cheap, we es teem

too lightly. Heaven knows how to put a proper
price upon its goods; and it would be strange
in deed, if so ce les tial an ar ti cle as Free dom
should not be highly rated.”

— Thomas Paine (1737-1809)

“Tyr anny sel dom an nounces it self. ...
In fact, a tyr anny may ex ist with out an in di vid -
ual ty rant. A whole gov ern ment, even a dem o -
crat i cally elected one, may be ty ran ni cal.”

— Jo seph Sobran (1946- ) Columnist

“A man is none the less a slave be cause
he is al lowed to choose a new mas ter once in a
term of years.”

— Lysander Spooner (1808-1887) Po lit -
i cal the o rist, ac tiv ist

“To si lence crit i cism is to si lence free dom.”
— Sid ney Hook

(1902-1989) Amer i can Marx ist phi los o pher
Source: New York Times Mag a zine, 30 Sep -
tem ber 1951

“Per haps the sen ti ments con tained in the
fol low ing pages, are not yet suf fi ciently fash -
ion able to pro cure them gen eral fa vor; a long
habit of not think ing a thing wrong, gives it a
su per fi cial ap pear ance of be ing right, and raises 
at first a for mi da ble out cry in de fence of cus -
tom. But the tu mult soon sub sides.”

— Thomas Paine (1737-1809) Jan u ary
1776, Source: Common Sense

The Cost of Confederation
Will the pu ni tive tax a tion mea sures pro -

posed by such fed er al ists as Stephane Dion will 
dis cour age for eign in vest ment in West ern Can -
ada, cre at ing a new mass ex o dus of cap i tal sim -
i lar to the one that oc curred dur ing the Na tional 
En ergy Pro gram of the 80’s? 

To get an idea of what losses the West
could suf fer, note the fol low ing ex cerpts from
an ar ti cle en ti tled “In dia set to in vest bil lions in
oil sands” by Shaun Polczer of Canwest News
Ser vices, July 4th, 2008:

Af ter two years of scour ing the oil sands
for ac qui si tions, In dia plans to pull the trig ger
on a multi-bil lion-dol lar deal this year, gov ern -
ment of fi cials told the World Pe tro leum Con -
gress yesterday.

“In deed, we are go ing to get more ac -
tively en gaged in the Ca na dian tar sands in the
next six months; we are look ing at op por tu ni -
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ties,” said M. S. Srinivasan, In dia’s Pe tro leum
Sec re tary.

He said In dia would pre fer to ac quire as sets 
over pro duc ing com pa nies on a mag ni tude of at
least $2-bil lion to $2.5-bil lion. “Size does mat ter.
We would like to be go ing for an eco nom i cally
vi a ble size; too small an acre age may not be a
com mer cially vi a ble prop o si tion,” he said.

In dia has been look ing for an en try into the
oil sands for more than two years. In April, 2006,
it was re port edly on the verge of sign ing a deal
that would mark its foray into North Amer ica....

Call ing for eign in vest ment in the oil sands
“ab so lutely cru cial,” Mr. Knight said the Al berta
gov ern ment wel comes the in ter est from abroad,
not just from coun tries such as In dia. “This is a
global busi ness and we know we need global in -
volve ment. They [In dia] are very open and we
have had some pos i tive dis cus sions about where
they see the po ten tial of do ing some work in
Alberta.”...

In dia is the world’s fifth-larg est con sumer
of en ergy, ac count ing for al most 4% of global
con sump tion. Like other emerg ing econ o mies, it
has been scour ing the globe for oil and gas sup -
plies to fuel growth.

In a speech to the con gress — which
wrapped up last night — Murli Deora, the Oil
Min is ter, said In dia needs ever-in creas ing oil and
gas re serves at home and abroad to sus tain eco -
nomic growth of 9% to 10% per year.

“In dia’s en ergy needs are grow ing as in -
come lev els and pop u la tion are both ris ing,” he
said. “Our main fo cus is to en hance en ergy se cu -
rity for the coun try.”

Al though its do mes tic pro duc tion is ex -
pected to jump 30% over the next five years, it
still won’t be enough to feed its eco nomic de vel -
op ment. [end of ex cerpts]

A Separatist Speaks
by Douglas Christie

There is an emerg ing and gen eral
con sen sus that the Na tional En ergy Pol icy is
back, wrapped up in a green dis guise and sold as 
en vi ron men tal ism. Rather than make the end
user of gas o line, On tario and Que bec, pay,
Stephane Dion pro posed to tax the oil com pa -
nies as the source of it all -- a win ning strat egy
in Que bec and On tario, no doubt.

The end re sult will be as Keith
Davey so el o quently put it, so long ago: “Screw
the West. We’ll take the rest.” The suc cess of an 
elec tion cam paign on this ba sis will show we
were right all along, that there is no hope for
jus tice for West ern Can ada in Con fed er a tion,
sim ply due to the num bers from each prov ince
in the House of Com mons. 

We in the West ern Block are there fore re -
spond ing to the need for a pub lic voice for
West ern Can ada. We need to be on the ra dio and 
even tele vi sion and out in pub lic meet ings, ad -
vo cat ing the tre men dous ad van tages of an in de -
pend ent West. The eco nomic ad van tages are
what we want to pres ent, and the to tal fail ure of
the Conservatives to make a dif fer ence, be cause
of the na ture of the struc ture of Can ada.

So our plan is to test the wa ter with four
meet ings in the be gin ning of Au gust in Al berta
and Sas katch e wan -- one each in Ed mon ton,
Cal gary, Saskatoon and Re gina We need your
di rect in volve ment in two ways: (1) help pick
the lo ca tion of the four ru ral meet ings, keep ing
in mind that they should be within a two hour
drive of one of the four cit ies men tioned above,
and (2) be ing there at the meet ings near est you,
and bring ing your friends.

Your help is es sen tial to our suc cess.
Other ways you could help would be to ar range
a hall, pro vide accomodation, or have a yard
party or cof fee party to pro mote the meet ings.
When the four ru ral meet ings and each time and
place is fixed, a poster will be sent to ev ery
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mem ber in Sas katch e wan and Al berta, to help
pro mote the meet ings. 

If these meet ings pro duce a pos i tive re -
sult we will hold more. If not, we will keep the
party in tact and con tinue to build for an other
day.

“Climate change”—Are Stephen
Harper’s Conservatives much better?

In Jan u ary 2007, Rona Ambrose was re -
placed as En vi ron ment Min is ter by John Baird. 
Ev ery one said that this sig nalled a rev o lu tion in 
Ste phen Harper’s “cli mate change” pol icy.
What went un said, how ever, was that Ambrose
rep re sents Ed mon ton in Par lia ment, while
Baird rep re sents Ot tawa. And looked at geo -
graph i cally, it was there fore no sur prise that ac -
cord ing to Da vid Suzuki, “Within a cou ple of
hours of the an nounce ment of his ap point ment,
he [Baird] tele phoned me to say that he was
com mit ted to work ing with en vi ron ment
groups be cause cli mate change was a se ri ous
prob lem that, if any thing, was be ing un der es ti -
mated by sci en tists.” In deed, Baird “as sured”
Dr. Suzuki that he was “not a mem ber of the
flat-Earth so ci ety.” 

In other words, Dr. Suzuki could re lax.
No lon ger was some Stone Age Albertan in
charge of the en vi ron ment file. 

The new word from Ot tawa was that the
sky was fall ing. Mr. Baird ac tu ally wrote in the 
Ot tawa Cit i zen on April 25, 2007, that “Win ter
is dis ap pear ing as we know it.” Try tell ing that
to any one who’s had to live through the last
two Win ters (or Springs!) in West ern Can ada.
But as we all know—or should know—West -
ern Can ada is sim ply too far away to be ob -
served from Parliament Hill. 

Now Mr. Baird may have dis ap pointed
Dr. Suzuki, but the new En vi ron ment Min is ter
was de ter mined to do more than talk about the
so-called “un der es ti mated” prob lem of cli mate
change. Last year, he an nounced that Ot tawa
was tak ing ac tion. Con sis tently con flat ing air

pol lu tion with car bon emis sions—one is a poi -
son, while the other is plant food—Mr. Baird
sug gested that “green house gases” are re spon -
si ble for “child hood asthma.” There fore, in or -
der to pro tect the chil dren, Can ada would have
to cut green house gas emis sions by 20% or 150 
million tonnes by 2020. 

And which prov inces would have to sac -
ri fice the most in or der that John Baird could
con grat u late him self on his so phis ti ca tion? No
prizes for guess ing Al berta and Sas katch e wan,
which to gether pro duce 40% of Can ada’s
greenhouse gases. 

Need less to say, Al berta Pre mier Ed
Stelmach was not pleased with Mr. Baird’s
(and Mr. Harper’s) new Na tional En ergy Pro -
gram. His own plan was for Al berta’s CO2
emis sions to reach a pla teau in 2020 be fore
fall ing 14% by 2050. But ac cord ing to Don
Mar tin, the na tional af fairs col um nist of the
Na tional Post, Ed was just go ing to have to
lump it.

Mr. Mar tin is a Calgarian him self, but he
knows how Can ada works. He wrote in the
Post, “Back off, Al berta. That’s the of fi cial
word from high in the fed eral En vi ron ment
Min is try as two Con ser va tive gov ern ment ti -
tans square off over the de gree and speed with
which green house gases must be cut over the
next 40 years to avert global warm ing.” Mr.
Mar tin un der stands that “no where will [Ot -
tawa’s] hit be harder than on Al berta and the
fran tic ex pan sion of its en ergy sec tor,” but,
when push co mes to shove, Al berta must re sign 
it self to be ing raped again, just as it was in
1980 by Pi erre Tru deau. “A top fed eral of fi cial
called me to elim i nate any doubt. When hard
fed eral reg u la tions con flict with soft Alberta
targets, Ottawa’s numbers rule.”

Lib eral, Tory, same old story. Whether
it’s Pi erre Tru deau or Ste phen Harper, Ot -
tawa’s num bers al ways rule. Brit ish Co lum bia,
Al berta, Sas katch e wan and Man i toba to gether
hold 92 seats in the House of Com mons. That
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leaves 216 seats in the rest of Can ada. On tario
alone, with 106 seats, has more power than the
en tire West com bined. You can’t ar gue with
the num bers. And so long as the West con tin -
ues to be long to Can ada, the arith me tic of the
House of Com mons will en sure that Ot tawa
always sells out the West. 

Mr. Mar tin says that “top of fi cials, who
spoke can didly but anon y mously, in sist the last 
thing fed eral Con ser va tives own ing all 28 seats 
in Al berta want to do is jeop ar dize the most re -
ces sion-proof econ omy in the coun try.” You
see how con cerned they are about the West?
Touch ing, is n’t it? But Mr. Harper can and will 
jeop ar dize Al berta and the other West ern prov -
inces. And his cab i net min is ters and MPs here
in the West will say, just as Brian Mulroney’s
cab i net min is ters and MPs did, “Stop sniv el -
ling. You’ve never had it so good. Who are you 
going to vote for, the Liberals?” 

Back in Mulroney’s day, West ern vot ers
aban doned the To ries for a new party, the Re -
form Party, which was West ern born and bred,
like its leader. You might re mem ber its first
slo gan, “The West wants in.” This was later re -
placed by the slo gan, “Pres ton Man ning wants
to be come Prime Min is ter.” Mr. Man ning was
then faced with the same num bers, the same
arith me tic prob lem that Brian Mulroney faced
then and Ste phen Harper faces now. So the Re -
form Party be came the Ca na dian Al li ance,
which be came the new fan gled Con ser va tive
Party, and Ste phen Harper, who first went to
Ot tawa as bright-eyed and bushy-tailed
Mulroneyite, be came Brian Mulroney’s true
successor. 

It can not be de nied that Ste phen Harper’s 
cli mate change pro gram is not as bad as
Stephane Dion’s. But both the Lib er als and
Con ser va tives see West ern ers as cash cows;
Mr. Dion would slaugh ter us for our meat,
while Mr. Harper is con tent merely to steal our
milk. Mr. Dion does n’t need West ern seats to
be come Prime Min is ter, so he does n’t care that
we hate him. Ste phen Harper, on the other

hand, des per ately needs West ern seats to re -
main Prime Min is ter, so he must pre tend that
he likes us. Nev er the less, de spite this su per fi -
cial dif fer ence, Mr. Dion and Mr. Harper are
united on the cru cial point: the wealth of the
West be longs to the rest of Can ada, and when -
ever the West gets too wealthy for its own
good, it is Ot tawa’s duty to rob the West and
then tell us we should be grate ful for what Ot -
tawa—whether it be rep re sented by Marc
Lalonde or by John Baird—allow us to keep.
That’s the way it is. 

And it will stay this way un til we re al ize
that the West will never solve Can ada’s arith -
me tic prob lem. John O’Sullivan, who was an
ad viser to Mar ga ret Thatcher and a for mer ed i -
tor of Na tional Re view mag a zine, is fa mous for 
O’Sullivan’s Law: “All or ga ni za tions that are
not ac tu ally right-wing will over time be come
left-wing.” I pro pose that we would do well to
rec og nize the truth of what I shall call Chris -
tie’s Laws. First, any po lit i cal party that is not
ac tu ally West ern will over time be come East -
ern. And sec ond, any po lit i cal party that is not
ac tu ally sep a rat ist will over time become
federalist. 

My sec ond law ex plains why the Re form
Party was ul ti mately des tined to fail the West,
while my first law ex plains why the Con ser va -
tive Party is pe ren ni ally des tined to be tray the
West. 

If we in the West are con tent to be
robbed or worse, then we de serve the pho ney
choice be tween Mr. Dion and Mr. Harper, be -
tween the Tweedledum Party and the
Tweedledee Party. But if we in the West are
not con tent to live any lon ger in eco nomic ser -
vi tude, if we are de ter mined to de mand the re -
spect due to free men and women, then one
course of ac tion only is pos si ble. We must sup -
port a po lit i cal party that is both ac tu ally West -
ern and ac tu ally sep a rat ist—the Western Block
Party.
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~Join the West ern Ca na dian In de pend ence Move ment~

West ern Can ada Concept, Box 101, 255 Men zies Street, Vic to ria, B.C. West ern

Can ada V8V 2G6; Or by fax: 250-479-3294

Western Block Party, 810 Courtney Street, Victoria, B.C. Western Canada V8W 1C4;

Or by fax: 250-479-3294

___ I wish to join/re new my mem ber ship in the West ern Can ada Con cept, and en close

my mem ber ship fee of $15.00, per per son, per year. This in cludes a free sub scrip tion to

the West ern Sep a rat ist Pa pers. Please make cheques out to WCC.

___ I wish to sub scribe to the West ern Sep a rat ist, and en close $15.00 per year, made

out to WSP Ltd.

___ I wish to join the West ern Block Party (a fed eral po lit i cal party ded i cated to 

pro mot ing West ern Ca na dian In de pend ence) and en close my mem ber ship fee of

$10.00, per per son, per year, made out to the Western Block Party.

___ I en close $____ for ____ bumper stick ers.

___ I enclose a donation of $_______ to help promote the idea of Western

Independence.

___ Please send in for ma tion about the West ern Ca na dian move ment for In de pend ence 

to the fol low ing peo ple (please print clearly):

_______________________________________________________________

_______________________________________________________________

I want to help as fol lows: ___________________________________________

Name: __________________________________________________________

Ad dress: ________________________________________________________

_________________________Postal Code: ____________________________

Phone Num ber: __________________ Fax Num ber: _____________________

Email Ad dress: ___________________________________________________

Important Note: B.C. Residents only who donate to the WCC will receive a tax deduction of up to $75 on 

a $100 donation, from their income tax. All residents of Canada who donate to WBP will receive a tax

deduction of $75 on a $100 donation. You could receive 2 separate tax receipts for 2 separate donations,

if you are a resident of BC and donate to both WCC and WBP. Please make separate cheques in this

case. 

       West ern Can ada Con cept, the Move ment for West ern In de pend ence!
                 Ad vo cat ing West ern Ca na dian In de pend ence since 1974

www.westcan.org www.westernblockparty.com


